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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Cyclopedia or Law and Procedure. William Mack, Editor-in-Chief. Volume 
XI. New York : The American Law Book Company. London : Butterworth <£ 
Company, 12 Bell Yard. 1904. 

This volume comprises the subjects of Costs, Counterfeiting, Counties, Court 
Commissioners, Courts, Covenant, Action of ; Covenants; Words, Phrases and 
Maxims. It is presented in the generous style, as to labor and research, which 
has characterized the preceding numbers of this notable series. The article on 
Costs, by Mr. William Alexander Martin, occupies some three hundred pages 
and sets forth fully the law and practice of this very technical subject. Under the 
head of Actions of Covenant, we see no reference to the Virginia statute (Pol- 
lard's Supplement to Code of 1887, section 3246a) providing that in any case 
in which covenant may lie, assumpsit may be maintained, although mention is 
made of the fact that in some states, not named, the distinction between sealed 
and unsealed instruments has been abolished by statute. The discussion of 
Covenants generally is full and instructive and presents the law of the topic at 
once compactly and in detail. The series, when completed, will be invaluable, 
especially to those who do not enjoy opportunities of ready access to large 
libraries. 



An annotated Constitution of Virginia (1903): By Sam N. Hurst. Luray, Va.: 
Hurst & Company, Law Publishers, 1803. 

This is another production of "home industry," which we welcome as such 
and also because of the demand to which it seeks to respond. The funda- 
mental law of the state, having been recently materially revised, is, of course, 
a subject of the deepest interest to our citizens, and this work puts in conven- 
ient for everyday use the material for a comparative and detailed examination 
of the subject. It purports to exhibit under one view both the old and new 
constitutions and the changes made by the latter, and to be annotated with all the 
Virginia decisions construing the old provisions of the present constitution, to- 
gether with decisions of the courts of other states and of the federal courts 
touching similar provisions in other ordinances of the kind. These are doubt- 
less brought down to the latest possible date, but it might have been well to 
postpone the publication of the work until such cases at Taylor v. Commonwealth, 
9 Virginia Law Register, 381, Bunkhouser v. Spahr, Id. 904, and a few others, 
which might have been anticipated, could have been included. This was, how- 
ever, a question for the publishers, and doubtless a second edition, brought 
down to the latest practicable date, will be later issued by them. In the mean- 
while, the profession will have use for this work and will find it a labor-saver. 



The Conveyance of Estates in Fee by Deed. Being a Statement of the Prin- 
ciples of Law Involved In the Drafting and Interpretation of Deeds of Convey- 
ance, and in the Examination of Title to Real Property. By James H. Brewster. 
Indianapolis: The Bobbs-Merrill Company, Publishers. 1904. pp.607. 

The author, who is a member of the Law faculty of the University of Michi- 
gan, is favorably known to the members of the Virginia bar by his presence at 



